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Dedication…

For Carson Cox…



“Veterans of the late 

unpleasantness…”

Origins of the Grand Army of the Republic

Why did they unite?



“Billy Yank”

• 2.7 million men served in the 

union armed forces (1861-65)

• 600,000 enlisted by the end of 

the war (200,000 confederate troops)

• More than 325,000 union 

soldiers died in the war (combat 

and disease) 

• More than 275,000 were 

wounded in action



Grand Review

Washington D.C.

May 23-24, 1865



Most Northerners hadn’t seen the war up close…



Post War Setting

• People wanted to forget the war and 

move on…

• “Empty Sleeves” - Wounded veterans

• Unemployed/unemployable Veterans

• Trauma/Addiction

• Veterans treated badly

• Widows and orphans of dead soldiers

• Black soldiers and families

• Newly freed slaves



Grand Army of the Republic

Founded April 6, 1866 by Civil War Surgeon

Dr. Benjamin Franklin Stephenson in Decatur Illinois 



Why did they unite? 

1) FRATERNITY: Veterans Missed 

the Camaraderie of the Camps



“We drank from the same canteen…”



Why did they unite? 

2) CHARITY

• Fundraisers to help wounded and sick comrades

• Later for those ravaged by time and old age

• Funds for relief of widows and orphans

• founded soldiers’ homes

• active in relief work

• and pension legislation



Why did they unite? 3) LOYALTY

Decoration Day/Memorial Day





Loyalty:  

• Monuments, Memorials, Statues

• Preservation of sites and artifacts

• Preserving history, soldiers’ stories

• School visits

• Patriotism



Political Power: 

Five G.A.R. Presidents

• US Grant

• Rutherford B. Hayes

• James A. Garfield

• Benjamin Harrison

• William McKinley



Ritual

• Modeled on Masonic 

Ritual

• Votes on new members 

cast with white balls and 

black balls

• Blackballed

• Black Books 









The Captain Thomas Espy GAR Post 153



Allied Orders…



The Final Encampment 

& the Last Soldier

Final National Encampment: Indianapolis, Indiana, 1949

Last surviving G.A.R. member: 

Drummer boy Albert Henry Woolson

Died August 2, 1956, at age 109



Thoburn Post – 1868 – 1874

Colonel Joseph Thoburn 

1st West Virginia Infantry 

Killed at Cedar Creek, Virginia –

10/19/1864

Namesake of Thoburn Post 

Captain Jacob H. Bristor

Co. H 12th West Virginia Infantry

First Commander of the Thoburn Post



Thoburn Post – 1868 – 1874

West Virginia National Guard

Origins Trace Back to Thoburn PostWheeling

Soldiers & Sailors Monument



J.W. Holliday Post No. 12, Wheeling, WV

Read more about John W. Holliday

Here: https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/history/7843

https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/history/7843


Colonel John W. Holliday



Mother Holliday

https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/history/mrs.-lydia-wilson-mother-holliday/7842

https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/history/mrs.-lydia-wilson-mother-holliday/7842


Col. John W. 

Holliday Post 

G.A.R. was 

mustered in on 

Saturday, 

March 24, 

1883 

Knights of Labor Hall, “Beck’s 

Block”was at 1515 Market, 

across Market Street from the 

Custom House.



“To the 

Defenders 

of the 

Union”



File Under “Fraternity”:

Bean Bakes!



File Under “Charity”:

Belva Lockwood



File Under “Loyalty”:

Death of Captain Carlin



The Banner Incident

August 26, 1887



CIVIL WAR VETERANS MARCH IN WHEELING



“You don’t get me to march under that thing!”

https://www.archivingwheeling.org/blog/grover-cleveland-banner-incident-wheeling-national-spotlight

https://www.archivingwheeling.org/blog/grover-cleveland-banner-incident-wheeling-national-spotlight


https://www.archivingwheeling.org/blog/grover-cleveland-banner-incident-wheeling-national-spotlight

https://www.archivingwheeling.org/blog/grover-cleveland-banner-incident-wheeling-national-spotlight




https://www.archivingwheeling.org/blog/grover-cleveland-banner-incident-wheeling-national-spotlight

https://www.archivingwheeling.org/blog/grover-cleveland-banner-incident-wheeling-national-spotlight


https://www.archivingwheeling.org/blog/grover-cleveland-banner-incident-wheeling-national-spotlight

https://www.archivingwheeling.org/blog/grover-cleveland-banner-incident-wheeling-national-spotlight


https://www.archivingwheeling.org/blog/grover-cleveland-banner-incident-wheeling-national-spotlight

https://www.archivingwheeling.org/blog/grover-cleveland-banner-incident-wheeling-national-spotlight




G.A.R. Meeting Hall 

Fire

April 12, 1888



West Virginia Dept. Encampment, May 1897



https://www.archivingwheeling.org/blog/?s=decoration+day

https://www.archivingwheeling.org/blog/?s=decoration+day




Local Celebrities At Last!
“The comrades were all pleased to have their pictures in the papers and their record of the war…”

–H. Hoefer. Meeting Minutes, Holliday Post No. 12, Dept. W.Va., Jan. 14, 1928.



The Last Ledger Entry…



Oglebay Institute’s Holliday Post Collection
https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/photogallery/g.a.r.-holliday-post-12/137See a gallery of photos from the processing: 

https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/photogallery/g.a.r.-holliday-post-12/137


Processing 

the 

Collection

See a gallery of photos from the processing: 

https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/photogallery/

g.a.r.-holliday-post-12/137

https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/photogallery/g.a.r.-holliday-post-12/137
https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/photogallery/g.a.r.-holliday-post-12/137


https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/photogallery/

g.a.r.-holliday-post-12/137

https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/photogallery/g.a.r.-holliday-post-12/137
https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/photogallery/g.a.r.-holliday-post-12/137










First to Enlist

Thomas G. Britt
Private 

Company A – 1st Loyal Virginia Infantry
“The Rough & Ready Guards”

Joseph D. Britt
1st Lieutenant 

Company A – 1st Loyal Virginia Infantry
“The Rough & Ready Guards”

http://image2.findagrave.com/photos/2014/322/125491677_1416402417.jpg
http://image2.findagrave.com/photos/2014/322/125491677_1416402417.jpg


Captured the Flag…

Daniel Finley McKinley
Private 

Company B – 1st Loyal Virginia 
Infantry “The Iron Guards”

Company A – 4th West Virginia 
Cavalry Hauled Down Secession Flag from Virginia Hotel 

at “Battle” of Philippi, Virginia – June 03, 1861 



Largest Regiment Raised…

William Auber
Private 

Company P – 6th West Virginia Infantry

Emanuel Boyd
Private

Company I – 13th West Virginia Infantry



Wounded in Battle…

George Matthews
Adjutant

Company A – 82nd New York 
Infantry

Company E – 59th New York 
Infantry

Gustavus J. Bowers
Sergeant 

Company C – 7th West Virginia Infantry
Company K – 93rd Pennsylvania Infantry



Permanently Disabled…

John J. Brown
Private

Company P – 6th West Virginia Infantry

John P. Culver 
Private

Company E – 1st West Virginia Infantry
Company H – 2nd West Virginia Veteran 

Infantry



The Youngest to Enlist…

Reuben L. Waite
Private

Company E – 1st West Virginia 
Infantry

Company F – 2nd West Virginia 
Infantry

Isaac V. Barton
Private

Battery H – 1st West Virginia Light Artillery
Company F – 3rd West Virginia Cavalry 



In at the End…

Frederick M. Brown
Private

Battery D – 1st West Virginia Light Artillery
“Carlin’s Battery” 

Philip Caldabaugh
Private

Company F – 189th Ohio Infantry



The Effects of War…

John Q. Blowers
Private 

Company E – 1st Loyal Virginia Infantry
Company D – 46th Pennsylvania Infantry

William T. Singleton 
Major 

1st West Virginia Infantry
U.S. Commissary Department



Grand Army Men…

Lorenzo D. Ullom
Private

Company G – 7th West Virginia Infantry

Joseph M. Smith 
Private

Battery H – 1st West Virginia Light Artillery
Company H – 17th West Virginia Infantry



The Last Among Us…

Joseph A. Pyle
Private

Company C– 1st West 
Virginia Infantry

Company E – 2nd West 
Virginia Veteran Infantry

Uriah T. Alley
Private

Company L – 6th West Virginia Infantry


