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“Veterans of the late

7

unpleasantness..

Ongms of t]ae Grand Armg of the Republic
Why did they unite?



“Billg Yank”

Q[ million men served in the

union armed forces (1861~65)
600,000 enlisted by the end of

the way (QO0,000 confederate troops)

More than 3?5,000 union

soldiers died in the war (com]aat

and clisease)

More than 275,000 were

wounded in action




Grand Review
Washington D.C.

May 23-24, 1865




Most Northerners hadn't seen the war up close..
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Post War Setting

People wanted to forget the war and

move on...
“Emptg Sleeves” - Wounded veterans
Unemploy ed/ unemployable Veterans
Trauma/ Addiction

Veterans treated badly

Widows and orphans of dead soldiers

Black soldiers and families
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Grand Armg o the Republic

Founded April 60,1806 1)1] Civil War Surgeon

Dr. Benjamin Franklin Stephenson in Decatur [llinois



Why did they unite?
RATERNITY: Veterans Misse

the Camaraclene of the Camps

e i I — e ———

RO9ETS~

the Wheeling Campfire of Encarpment

Like Thig /
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“We drank from the same canteen..




Why did they unite?
2) CHARITY

- Fundraisers to help wounded and sick comrades
- Later for those ravaged by time and old age

- Funds for relief of widows and orphans

+ founded solcliers, homes

 activein relief work

- and pension legislation



Why did they unite? 5) LOYALTY
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T memowiaL pay
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Decoration Day /Memorial Day
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| 1861-1865 _




Loyalty:

* Monuments, Memorials, Statues

* Preservation of sites and artifacts
* Preserving history, soldiers stories
* School visits 3

* Patriotism




Political Power:

Five G.AR. Presidents

X

- USGrant
»  Rutherford B. Hayes
- James A. Garfield

. Benjamin Harrison

- William MCKinleg



Ritual

- Modeled on Masonic
Ritual

«  Votes on new members

cast with white balls and

black balls
y Black]aallecl
y Blde BOOkS




HEADQUARTERS

@rand eArmy of the Republic.

Rurraxo, Vi, Dec 1, 1800,

This ritual of the Grand Army of the Republio has
been carefully oxaminod by me, and is hereby approved

{or the use of the Order,

/)/ wid z &
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Commander-in-Chigf,
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PLAN OF POST-ROOM.

i/ A

— o —

Adjt. o QM
0 0 0

0. D. Surg.
0 0

0

0. G.

Tnside Sentinel \

Q. M. Sergt.
0

o)
\:

:§

5

o HashiAges

< 2 "1&1

BTy
A

%

-

-






e

- MReswd oo

.Q.l..
-y
, Gl
~
-
F
’cu
=
Al
)
4N
- w.
-—
-t
-
b2,
K
[
wne
e —
el
—

A.l‘!

m .____%w




Y
T

The Captain Thomas Espy GAR Post 153



Allied Orders..

MRS. VIRGINIA HALL DONNELLY
of Wheeling

She is a true, energetic G. A. R. girl. All admire her
Living Flag. She certainly captivates all who see her Living
Flag ad hear he sing her patriotic songs. She is also a Past

Department President of Ladies of G. A. R.




The Final Encampment

(5~ the Last Soldier

Final National Encampment: Indianapolis, Indiana, 1949
Last surviving G AR member:
Drummer boy Albert Henry Woolson
Died August 2,1920, at age 109




Thoburm Post — 1808 — 1874
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Captain Jacob H. Bristor

| It West Virginia In{a.ntr.g . Co.H 12tk Waest Vir8i11id In{antnj
Killed at Cedar Creek, Virginia — Fiyst C der of the Thoburn P
10,/19,/1864 irst Lommander ot the | hoburn I'ost

Namesake of Thoburn Post



Thoburn Post — 1808 — 1874
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N West Virginia National Guard
Wheeling Origins Trace Back to Thoburn Post
Soldiers &~ Sailors Monument



JW. Holliday Post No. 12, Wheeling, WV

J.W. HOLLIDA®
POST, NO.12
WHEELING, W. V.

Read more about John W. Holliday
Here: https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/history/7843
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https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/history/7843

Colonel John W. Hollidag




Mother Holliday

L

A

|

Mrs. Lydia W, Holliday,
(“Mother Holliday.")

https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/history/mrs.-lydia-wilson-mother-holliday/7842



https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/history/mrs.-lydia-wilson-mother-holliday/7842

Col. John W.
Holliday Post
G.AR was

mustered in on

Saturday,
March 24,

1885

THE NEW POST

Of the Grand Army of (he Republi¢ Sue
comsfully Musiered fn.

The Col. Jobn W, Holllday Post, G. A. B,
was mustered (o Baturday oight st Kaoights
of Labor Hall, Beck's Block, in the presance
of & number of visitors, among whom were
Bpangler Post, of Bellalre, under the leader-
ship of Commander James Grabam, to the
number of about thirty, scoompunied by a
drum corps, who came up oa the Princess;
Thoburn Fost, of Martin's Ferry, beaded by
a drum corps, under Commander V. H. Orr,
which squad as it marched from the Liwle
Apoa to*the ball, numbered about twenty-
five. Bridgeport was als0o represented by
about twenty pembers of Brannum Pest.

The mustering officer was General L H.Da-
val, of Wellsburg, Senlor Vice Commander of

the state. Oa n call of the roll, thirty-iwo of
the forty-iwo metnbers were found to bogr- ‘
ent, s follows: J. H. Barit J. B MoAllister,
Albert 8. Bhore, G, B, Jones, Ed, Kobertson, i
Fred Bye, Wim. M. Morgan, B. MoLanghlio,
Jus, Bheridsn, W, Conulogham, H. O, Peter-
mav, David Greer, Willlam Turser, Jobu
Moouey, George F. lrwin, George et -
baugb, W, McA dams, Samuel Davis, Georgze |
Prager, Wm., A. Higgios, John MoA s 8.
B Forrall, J. J. Brown, August Saur, J. F,
Smith, Jr, M. Bennelt, Wm. Budke i F.
Malone, Johin Beawig, ¥. Sbanley, Joe Mar-

e

The following assistants to the foustering
officer were appointed:

LV.C, J. Lytle, Thobnrn Posl; J. V.,
C., Joseph Grabam, Spangler I"avt; Chmpialn,
(ieorge Kryter, Brannum Pest; Ofticer of Day,
Jerry Ebbert, Thoburn Pos!; Officerof Guard,
Advm Hanlg, Thobarn Post; Adjutant, W,
8 Meek, Thobura Post; L. G., Robert Griflin,
DBrannum Post,

The following officers ware elected nad lo-
stalled :

Post Comwander, G, B, Jooes,

Senlor Viee Commander, J. H, Burtt,
Janior Vice Commander, Wm. H. Travis,

Quarlermaster, George F. Irvize.

Chaplain, M, Bennett,

Ofleer of the Day, James Sheridan,

Burgeon, Dr. Joha E Swmith,

Ofticer of the Guard. George Rodenbangh.

Adjutant, W, A Higging,

Quartermaster Sergeant, B. P, Malone

Bergeant Major, Edwand Roberison,

Mr., W. 8 Meek, of the Maptin's Ferry
Times, and an cflicer of the Thoburn Post,
was then called on, snd he made some happy
remarks. He was followed by other visitom,
and Thoburn Postsarg an old army song.
afler which all jolned in “Marching Throug
Georgia,” and the meeting adjsurned 1l

next Saturday night.

Knights of Labor Hall, “Beck’s
Block "was at 191D Market,

across Market Street from the

Custom House.



To the
Detfenders
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File Under “Fraterllitg”:
Bean Bakes!




File Under “Charitg .
Belva Lockwood
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File Under “LOLJ altg”:
- Deatl1 of Captain Carlin




The Banner Incident

August 20,1887



CIV

WAR VET

"RANSMARCH IN WI

CELING




¢é ’ b}
You don t get me to march under that thing!
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https://www.archivingwheeling.org/blog/grover-cleveland-banner-incident-wheeling-national-spotlight

https://www.archivingwheeling.org/blog/grover-cleveland-banner-incident-wheeling-national-spotlight
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https://www.archivingwheeling.org/blog/grover-cleveland-banner-incident-wheeling-national-spotlight
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WEST VIRGINIA.THE BANNER INCIDEXT AT WHREELING, THE OC OF THE GRAND AKMY PABADE -VETEKANS
SWERVING PROM THE LINE OF MARCH TO AVOID PASSING RENEATH PRESIDENT CLEVELANDS PORTRAIT.
e
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- 2 ) S
WEST VIRGINIA.—THE BANNER INCIDENT AT WHEELING, ON THE OCCASION OF THE RECENT OR.A.\:I) A.l(.\l\' l“\R'ADE—‘v'ETEHA.\'B
SWERVING FROM THE LINE OF MARCH TO AVOID PASSING BENEATH PRESIDENT CLEVELAND'S PORTRAIT,
YEoM SEETCHER BT A STAFP AKTINT, - SEE FAOE 9,

https://www.archivingwheeling.ora/blog/grover-cleveland-banner-incident-wheeling-national-spotlight
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A BAD BLM&:&

A EiATHER DI%%TRDUS FIRE OW ﬁ:&b}i
_ bTREET .EARL YESTERDAY ﬁORNII’eG

The” Four Stary B‘ié;ek,- Yos. 1207 o 1215 Prefiy
Badly Seorched, Involving a Loss of About Four-
tetn Thomnd’] Dollé.rs«-—?ully Insured.:

: l 1 o

A udge” Bayﬂier (;f the Westem Uaion,
| and bek 24, at ﬁimn and Twelfth street,
formed a combximtl whlch called the
entire fire dep&rbmen'é of the city,’ Bhorb!y
after five o'clock ydatexday morning, to
fight one of the m;oat stubborn blazes
ever sterted in Wheeling. And the fire-

G.AR. Meeting Hall

Fire

April IQ, 1888

_m building madse{too hot a fire 1o be ensiq

chcakeﬂ and it began o eat its way

ong under the r fof No. 1213, into the
oid Union Hall, recently fitted up in a{'
beautiful mannér by the (1. A. R,zmd}
from there it went] farther north beneath|
tho roofs as far as, iqi):, or next door to the
National Bank of. est Virginia. l




West Virginia Dept. Encampment, May 1897

A Welcome Waitmg
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Local Celebrities At Last!

“The comrades were all pleased to have their pictures in the papers and their record of the war...”

—H. Hoefer. Meeting Minutes, Holliday Post No. 12, Dept. W.Va., Jan. 14, 1928.
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WHEELING EZOL.L:IDAY PO‘%”"’NG 12

T

Juseph A Fale |¢ anather of the:
G‘: v;cm.x& velevans of jjolliday Po=c No.

i G Mr. Pyie iu alsg o vet-
- r7(|ﬂ i theimareh eof-
| 2] talhed! h's {86th blrinday
na .hvn having pasgsod far .mv;n-a ihe
for le‘a" mpan of nron £Cord  yexis
an, =n,

ho 'By_ls"od a-t 16

C. Pylelwas born “at Mt '?19nszn1_
&y | o ‘3~ 1847, He was hui a boy of
S | whén ke couniry was plunged

“linte &1vil strife,  From: mL s

ngl 1854 he saw thaa horrors of ‘f«e.r. and

setyiotism hlazed in his
in February fcr 1864,
n hut 1§ years of age, he offarad
sarvices to bhis couwniry and wes
enlisted 1y Company 1, First West
TS| yirginia Igfantry, {

M. With Cotapany C the youn t soirﬂ
was bhusy all winter and Ak
zuarding the Reitimore &
raeg from thae souih branc
f‘ tomze 1o Cumberland, M{ 3
sngaged in many akirmishes and

nr‘y of peace had coma mnd (e voung
soldier, aot yet 18, hed t'uhsh-d with

1°f ms\rf.a.‘ ' .

i - Barnied Wer Widow|

f’hi l‘a}.h)x up o« the youny
."’?, men sottied in W & Here to-
) npance calied- to him, and: he wss

™" united in myrrlage o Mre Naney
ane-tAlexandsr) Armliger, the voung-
dagghler of Jev. and G

thimmv

Telan.

a n(\lﬁi
star\'e_d to desth in the
_' | 2Tiacn, in Norih Carclins,
YT e oo [Mr ana Mrs. Pylel six chli-
B | gren were born. i

1!701' many ars My, Pyle engageg
i the praduce bHpslnezs in Whaealing
narkets. | Later in life he moved his

whﬁ,.e.mlh tot Bridgeport, wnere he con-

finued iribusiness. In 1241 his wife
e ,': nd one son, Walter, pased into ths
SR ;?’rcf\t beyond, i
::;: Sinee the dezth of his fe, Mr.
nd ¢

ing |

ot~ aughter jal Bridgepaort. QZ\!OA He ix

g )t lor - wilh the ensmy durthng thue
pyricd, EnE youns Pyie aaw oI
all e yrases. Finsily, however, the

Leviy

Zyip' nas made his home Cdith is

reatly beloved by ell who Xnow him,

and on gsccouni of Bix wealih of snow-
while hair and heard,

‘:H;_rran
xle ls

egll bim “Sania (Mau
always irying to P solfle cnq less
fortunstis, snd 18 alwayy¥ ready to
extend sympathy and & Hiping hand
to those In need.
The weli-known vetergh o has
one sister Uving in Los Ahgel:s, who
s SS and one brother !In Marting
3 o ik 80 years ofilage.  They,
younger nrn-‘hggf are hale
¥, 2nd Yook forwerd {o many
more enjoyable sunset ydars of ilfe,
enjoving  the Truits of A lite well
spent.

BEBEFE MTD FRFS

% FE 8PS M 4 T e

CEVHL WAR HEROIES |

TEY ane

{reorgn Prager,
whose hrown e 4
i he reminisceneey of events of more
€. than hadf & contury agoy §a a veleran:
- of the Civil war, and & n mbx-'r of
i Holiday Post No. 11 of ‘Wl

Mr. Prager uu'mmt N
61, in -Company I, First, We
ngml& Infaniry, whepp a youth of
112 years. '\Hh igh xn ¥oars hav
-n]lpoe\& throggh the Fmb’ of thn

since first the gune g the north and;
5, : the south thundered. [ncir BIESSREeR |

of! death across a United §

2 i i
tem asunde months  and| &
s years of - 1L ito denth, of!
i the thunder anul the horrer!
(! 50
i stilk wa Iresh tr]
| volerana as (55}
5! R
) f15¢
- ¢h
& Fought Stonewa| n;.
4 Mr. Prager was bofn September: RS
85, 1843, Fellowing his gnlistr i
5 )efL Wheeling with Company I, by
d13ast of November, and iwent io Dom
ley, Va. There they ciit down trees
t-lard built shacks (u lve. in during|
the winter. In Murch) his compauy
¥.1moved there lo Pattenson Cresk o
-1 tha Baltimorn road. There they we : D B
I | jolned by (eneral \hl\— s, and | burg te Cidar: Creek.  While jon.!
¥ command and moved to V\}ndxum“‘ "L to . poine With a w
e Va. 2 titey engagod In barll . the Iphnny  Rebs gave
t- w'th the famous Stoneiwall Jac 0 l" ger's comgpany a aprprige
Z,:army. After that batile thw unlon eral  Rherigan A
2

| renke, Sneludiag Mr, Prager's -com-| Creck when he Qeard! of
ipany moted up the vafley to "mun.-‘ He hurriad  back ad.
»elb“‘ Bridge, and frem  thoere ol
4 Stauton, Va, where they onrqger\lhu [ txaopﬂ I
1t in battle ‘le fiftrently - of May,! | On November i
n 1864, It wes in this ha\th- that Mr. jwas disch.u“(i ai
¢ : Prager’s brother Jonj was Killed. | Pra haa xpdni n -
29 Famous Hunter Rald gy hﬁ"]‘]”l& erd b ; le;
[ e e Dldglih -b =
1 this  batte, General ye
H{Eﬁg:wl‘?ﬁ\ (":mnmnd :, the com. [AI1Y good, and he id noasesdion |
) 5 '(a all his ‘facuities apd'uble (o jgel
| pany In \\hk‘b Mr. Prager was !'1’ i Wtlinse A
{imember, and i{hey '‘weni on the around at a1 thnes. 144 {‘t“‘

uugu. aad he day wi

‘makes hls home at 1008 Haft stiket, e
Hunter rald of lstorip fams. This, e
| B req
Jirald tock them to Lixiogton, Va. ;lh”’f"u IS Eed ides with ‘w"mb"fﬁ of Al
* | where they engaged;in battic and P family. of
j were defeated, Mr ‘fF‘ rager atates % i :‘11
n {the inen of hix company wore five HEMUS ,AG UHTED' i
{ days and nlghis qu'nv back 1o i
- t"n\ir atarting plac They arrived [ '§jr
¥ in Parkershurg, W, va, July.4, 1864,! ¢ % H BRI
L4 wherf-. (Geperal Hunier was relleved| Co'atmucu hom i “6 One) | Al
‘ot toe command, and General Sheri- ¢ in an Anjert.; 9f
i dan toelk his p‘aro i i de
| With Sheridan in Ssuth
ni  With Sheridan in commadd the; lrn\ num fihs
‘uplon troops moved ¥rom PFarkers.| 't jali LAIJ] Wentug i’mz :\’J
] : ?‘;It‘.l i mesgage of "‘z'u;x,- ::‘:1
“erlaeimer L



The Last Ledger Entry...
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Oglebay Institute’s Holliday Post Collection

See a gallery of photos from the processing: https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/photogallery/g.a.r.-holliday-post-12/137



https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/photogallery/g.a.r.-holliday-post-12/137

Processing

the
Collection

See a gallery of photos from the processing:

https://www.ohiocountylibrary.org/photogallery/
g.a.r.-holliday-post-12/137
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HEADQUARTE
J. W. HoLLIDAY PosT No. 12

DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA

G. A. R.
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ENTRY INTO THE SERVICE FINAL DISCHARGE
Birthplace Residence Occupation t

Raunk Co. Regiment Date Rank Co, Regiment
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JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS

FIFTY -FOURTH
ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

IELD AT STOCKTON, CALIVORNIA
NAY % 46 1, 02wl 33, 121
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First to Enlist

N

)
»
-

o

Thomas G. Dritt.
Commander of Holliday Post, G. A. . ! ’

Joseph D. Britt
15t Lieutenant
Company A — 1%t Loyal Virginia Infantry
“The Rough & Ready Guards”

Thomas G. Britt
Private
Company A — 1%t Loyal Virginia Infantry
“The Rough & Ready Guards”
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Daniel Finley McKinley
Private
Company B — 15t Loyal Virginia
Infantry “The Iron Guards”
Company A — 4th West Virginia
Cavalry

Captured the Flag,.

TUE BATTLE OF PUILITL~{Frox & Saxres o0 von Seseas Asrier]

Hauled Down Secession Flag from Virginia Hotel
at “Battle” of Philippi, Virginia —June 03, 1861



Largest Regiment Raised..

Held in 8200 Hall,

The Reymann Brewing Company has
been much annoyed by boys and others
stealing iron and brass from their prem-
ises lately, and more particularly since
arag picker by the name of Emanuel
Boyd moved into the immediate vicinity
of the brewery. Yesterday Boyd was
detected in the act of coming away from
oneof the lots owned by the company
with a lot of old iron, and among it was
an iron wagon axle, One of the mewm-
bers of the company notified Oflicer
Carney of the llu-{t, and the oflicer went
before Justice Davis and swore out a
warrant for the arrest of Boyd. Boyd
was arrested by the oflicer and had his
examination before the justice at 7:30
last evening, and in default of $200 bail
he was committed to jail for court.
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William Auber
Private
Company P — 6" West Virginia Infantry

Emanuel Boyd
Private
Company | — 13t West Virginia Infantry



Wounded in Battle..

COMPANY H !
Sergeant Glostavus J. Bowens, wonaded,
Private Hesekiah Batten, W
“ Willinm Wilkuon "
“  Willism Bee, missing,
4o Wi umSlmpkml "

George Matthews

Gustavus J. Bowers Adjutant
Sergeant Company A — 82"4 New York

Company C — 7th West Virginia Infantry Infantry
Company K — 93 Pennsylvania Infantry Company E — 59t New York

Infantry



Permanently Disabled..
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Appears on
Hospital Muster Roll
of U. 8. A. Post Hospital,
at Wheeling, W. Ya.,
for (1 (A1 r—F : , 186 ¥
John P Culver John J. Brown
Private Private
— 1qst iroini e ..
Company E — 15t West Virginia Infantry Company P — 6t West Virginia Infantry

Company H — 2" West Virginia Veteran
Infantry



The Youngest to Enlist..
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months

by sentence of a court martial, or by order before the expiration of a thent: and I know
of no impediment to my serving hopestly and fi yearf.

Giv ~ . - :
“Witness : B e 3 / 7 | 5
&Mi& ' Reuben L. Waite
Private
Sreieie v [Biien Company E — 15t West Virginia
Pr|v§te. o _ Infantry
Battery H — 15t West Virginia Light Artillery Company F — 2nd West Virginia

Company F — 3" West Virginia Cavalry Infantry



In at the End..

Frederick M. Brown Philip Caldabaugh
Private
Battery D — 15t West Virginia Light Artillery
“Carlin’s Battery”

Private
Company F — 189t Ohio Infantry



The EH{ects of War..
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John Q. Blowers
Private
Company E — 1%t Loyal Virginia Infantry
Company D — 46t Pennsylvania Infantry

z"q.c—-o 1
William T. Singleton
Major

15t West Virginia Infantry
U.S. Commissary Department




Grand Armg Men..

Joseph M. Smith
Private
Battery H — 15t West Virginia Light Artillery
Company H — 17t West Virginia Infantry

Lorenzo D. Ullom
Private
Company G — 7t West Virginia Infantry



The Last Among Us..

Joseph A. Pyle
Private
Company C— 15t West
Virginia Infantry
Company E — 2"d West
Virginia Veteran Infantry

Uriah T. Alley
Private
Company L — 6t West Virginia Infantry



