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For more info about the People’s Univ. Large Mammals please email the 
library at lunchwithbooks@yahoo.com, or call us at 304-232-0244. 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK: 

  @peoplesuniversityOCPL 

Instructor Bios 
 

 

Diana Barber is Assistant Pro-
fessor of Biology at West Liber-
ty University, where she teaches 
Zoo Mammalogy, Zoo Sci-
ence, Zoo Animal Behav-
ior, Zoo Education,  and Field 
Biology. She earned her B.A. in 
Psychology at Dartmouth Col-
lege and her Ph.D in Biology at 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  
 

Jill Sampson is curator of Pitts-
burgh Zoo’s International Conser-
vation Center in Somerset, PA, 
where she oversees the animal 
programs, which include manag-
ing a breeding herd of African 
elephants.  With over 30 years in 
the zoo field, Jill has worked with 
a variety of animal species and has 
extensive experience caring for 
elephants.  She has participated in research projects stud-
ying elephants in human care as well as field research 
with wild elephants in Africa and Asia. 
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Zoology - Summer 2025 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursdays at 7 PM in the Harold E. Vitalie Audi-
torium ~ Full Schedule: 

 

July 31, 2025: Herbivores Part 1 -  
Elephants 
An overview of the 
largest land mam-
mal on the planet, 
the African Ele-
phant, including 
their evolution, bi-
ology, intelligence 
and behavioral 
psychology, plus 
ecosystem and sta-

tus of endangerment in the wild. 
 

Instructor: Jill Sampson, Curator, Pittsburgh 
Zoo’s International Conservation Center  
 

Aug. 7, 2025: Her-
bivores Part 2: Gi-
raffes, Hippos, and 
Rhinos The big plant 
eating land mammals 
are among the most 
diverse and unusual 
creatures on the 
planet: from the gi-
raffe that can reach 
heights of 18 feet, 
hippos that can weigh 
as much as an auto-

 

 

 

mobile, and rhinos with horns up to 5 feet in 
length. 
 

Instructor: TBA 
 

Aug. 14, 2025: Carnivores - Bears, Wolves, 
and Big Cats Lions, Ti-
gers, & Bears, Oh My! Eve-
rybody knows these iconic 
charismatic predators. Or 
do they? Learn the truth 
behind the legends. Under-
stand the threats they face 
and how you can help pro-
tect them for future gener-
ations. 
 

Instructor: Diana Barber, 
Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Zoo Science, West 
Lib. Univ. 
 

Aug. 21, 2025: Primates - The Great Apes 
These Apes Are Great! 
They kind of look like us, 
sometimes they even act 
like us. But they are defi-
nitely not humans. Ex-
plore the connections and 
differences between hu-
mans and our closest rel-
atives.  
 

Instructor: Diana Barber 
 

Aug. 28, 2025 Pittsburgh ZOO Field Trip! 
Join us at the Pitts-
burgh Zoo to experi-
ence “Animal Encoun-
ters,” including a meet-
ing with a primate 
keeper and special 
feedings. Go behind the 
scenes and learn about 
the personalities that 
make these animals 

unique, see how they live, and how zoo staff 
cares for them.  
 

Note: There is no admission charge, but you must 
RSVP for this activity (only 20 can go), and you 
must provide your own transportation to and 
from the Zoo. Call 304-232-0244 or send an email 
to lunchwithbooks@yahoo.com to register. To be 
fair, only those who attend all 4 of our regular 
classes will be eligible for this capstone event. 


