Bill Cornforth - Education and Religion

Bill Cornforth was born May 1, 1950, the son of Edward and Rita Cornforth and the brother to two sisters, Jeri
and Lyn. His beginnings as a teacher of various forms of communication started in 1970 as a junior at Wheeling
College (later named Wheeling Jesuit University, now Wheeling University). While pursuing a degree in English,
he became fascinated with the theater program. He then acted in all of their productions and directed his first play.

After college, Cornforth found more theater experience at Oglebay Institute’s Towngate Theatre. For much of
the 1970s and ‘80s, Cornforth acted in more than 20 Towngate plays and directed seven more. The Towngate
offered Cornforth a wealth of opportunities that would now guide him in his new role of theater educator.

He gained his first teaching position at St. Vincent de Paul Elementary School. In his short but very enjoyable
year and a half, Cornforth discovered the value of creativity in young students’ learning, especially through
creative dramatics.

At age 23, he made a turn to teach inmates at the West Virginia State Penitentiary in Moundsville. He taught
reading, math, GED, and college prep. To offer a new creative experience, he created an inmate drama group
and directed its first production, “Twelve Angry Men”. The quality of the production grabbed praise from both
inmate and public audiences, so the Penitentiary Players produced more plays. During that time, Cornforth
received a letter of commendation from Gov. Jay Rockefeller and an award from Wheeling Jesuit University as
Outstanding Alumnus in Education.

For a grand entrance into the 1980s and 1990s, Cornforth married Carol Galligan and together had four
children--Jennifer, Kristin, John, and Ryan. In 1986, he earned his master’s degree from West Virginia
University in Communication in Education. Cornforth then reconnected with Wheeling Jesuit University between 1988-2013 as an adjunct teacher. He taught
interpersonal and group communication skills in WJU’s adult evening program. Again, he engaged non-theater students with theater activities such as role playing
to spark lively class communication about real world conflicts.

In the fall of 1979, Wheeling Park High School hired Cornforth to teach Speech, Debate, Theater and Language Arts, to direct the fall play, and to be assistant
Speech and Theater coach to Fran Schoolcraft, who directed professional level musicals and would lead the Speech team to 25 consecutive West Virginia State
championships. Cornforth succeeded Schoolcraft after her retirement in 2004, adding Technical Theater, Acting, and Speech Honors to his repertoire of courses.
Extracurricular activities included Park Players Moderator, Co-Technical Director, Musical Director, and Head Speech and Debate Team Coach. During this time,
the Speech and Debate team ventured to tournaments outside of West Virginia. They competed against 35 schools from the greater Pittsburgh area, continuously
placing 3rd, 2nd, or 1st. They also traveled to national tournaments in major U.S. cities that hosted more than 2,000 participants each. Park consistently brought
home semifinalist or finalist individual winners.

In 2022, he received Honorable Mention for the Broadway theater Tony Award’s National Excellence in Education Award. Also in 2022, he received recognition
from Mayor Glenn Elliot “for distinguished service, loyalty, and dedication to the city of Wheeling.”

By the time he retired in 2023, the Speech team had won 43 consecutive state championships, he had directed more than 50 productions at WPHS, and was a
teacher for a total of 51 years. Following his retirement, he received recognition and a state flag from Sen. Joe Manchin “in honor of his many contributions to the
Wheeling community.”

A dedicated educator from 1972 to 2023, he served students at several schools, including 43 years at Wheeling Park High School. His courses ranged from Acting,
Speech, Interpersonal Communication, Debate and Language Arts. His mission was to inspire students to become excellent communicators. He directed more
than 60 plays and musicals for Wheeling Park High School, Wheeling Jesuit University, Towngate Theatre, and the West Virginia State Penitentiary. For Wheeling
Park High School’s Speech and Debate team, he guided numerous state and national finalists. As head coach, his teams won 17 state championships. He regards
his career as a teacher to be a privilege and a gift.



