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The Wheeling Club was erganized through the efforts of Paul Hemeyexr in
1914. Mr. Nemeyer was a prominent advertising man in Wheeling at that +4ine.
The Club was organized in February, 1915, and was ingtituted on May 1, 1915,
The Chaxter Members of the Wheeling Club are as follows:

Jagper B. Baum ' William B, Irvine
Thesphiluz F. Bayha William P, Kennedy
H. G, Bills Edwin O. Kizmer
John H. Clarke George J. Kossuth
Dr, Thomas ¥. Dewning Arthur Langhans
Herbert K. Dunlap Dr. John H. McClure
Ward B. Blliett Anthony J. Nager
John 8. Garden Roy B. Waylor

In early days we had a variety of programs enlivened by musiec and club
ginging., The plan of addressing members by their firgt names - Tom, Dicls or
Haxry, and club singing ef such songs az "Little Prairie Flewer", 0ld McDon
ald Had A. Parm” etc., etc, Dr. John McClure headed our music department he-
fore Walter Rogers came inte the picture,

The Districts then were generally larger geographically speaking for
Wheeling was in a distrioct with clubs separated asg far north as Erie, Penn-
aylvanias easgt Johnstown, Pennsylvania: west Zanesville, Chie: south Bluew

field, West Virginia.

rirmem e,

Shertly before our olub was organized, World War I began in Burope, and
in the peried that fallowed many distinguished speakers appeared on the pro--
groms of Wheeling Rotary. The first World War brought on a surge of patriot—
ic emotion that manifested itself in every phase of life - to do something pa-
triotio was in the air, and this was right down Rotary's alley. War was
declared in April, 1917 and troops were moving through Wheeling in long truck
caravens by July. Wheeling Rotary became an overnight host for the boys
from Wheeling moving over Route 40.

The old Stamm road-house at Wheeling Park was fitted up with dining
rooms and sleeping quarters. Rotarians and their wives were on duty at all

hours serving food and hot coffee., In August the first Wheeling boys were
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returning from Fort Benjamin Hsrrison ready to go overseas. This splendid
geoup of Ohlo Valley youth were the muests of Rotary at & memorable meeting.
Gevernor Jolm J. Cornwall wes the speaker at what was one of the greatest
talks ever gziven in Wheeling Rotary.

411 the next wyear troops came rolling through over Route 40 and Rotar-—
ians were on duty every spare moment. On the old farm thatl is now Meadow
Estates large war gardens were planted. Nach evening Rotarians could be
gcen hoeing corn or weeding the long rows - each one Ffeeling the satisfac-
tion that this work was just ag important as any in the army.

But all things come bo an end - even war years -~ and on April 20, 1920
General John J. Pershing came to Wheeling ~ the guent of General J. Sumnex
Jones, who had been on Pershing's staff in France. General Pershing was
‘Rotary‘sr guest Tor a joint meeting with the Wheeling Kiwanis Club. That
game year (eneral Leonard Woed was candidate for president, and he gave an
interesting talk about his years as Governer of the FPhillippines. In that
period there were more speakers on the move and many of them visited Rotary.
Perhaps partly becauge radio and television were not in existance, and to be
heard or seen ii was necessgary to appear in perscn. Wheeling Rotary had
gome very distinmuished speakere in ite membership - William P. [ubbard was
a devoted member - an ‘ex—Congressman and a brilliant speaker, and in his
will left a sizeable sum of money for Rotary to use in boy's work, S0 a very
useful building was erected al the Boy Scout Camp and dedicated to Mr. Hub-
bard by the Wheeling club,

Dr. Jacob Schwinn save a memoralle tallt on the handling of crippled
children, and this talk stirred the club in establishing clinios at the
Ohio Valley General Hospital which proved to be one of Wheeling Rotary's
greatest objectives., Archdeacon, B, ¥. Spurr, spoke to the club on condi--
tiongs of the state prisoﬁ in Meundsville, aind the membership made & tour of
the prison.

Wheeling Rotary members have always been active in the vork, as indivi-
dvals in all charitable, cultural and character building erganization work.
Hhile Rotary does not engage in any particular political or religious cam—
paign, yet individual Rotarians are always found active in such endeavors
as Cemmunity Fund Cempaign: Boy Scout work: Girl Scout work: Oglebay Park
and Wheelins Park work: Oglebay Institute: Christmas parties were formerly

given to orphanages: play-nsround work: outdoors wildlile league work: in
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ghort every worthwhile endeavor to make our community a beiler place in
which to live,labor and rear families.

Trom year to year the club has ccoperated in countless ways with the
exeouﬁivns of the boy sooubs to a&ld surmer cutings of camp life eto.

On the International front Wheeling Rotary membership contributed
200 per cent tc the Rotary Pumdation Fellowships. This program inaugur-
ated in 1947 for the promoiion of internstional understanding has made pogg_
ible awards to situdents from couwatries in Burope, Asia, Africa, South and
Central America and the ITelands of the Pacific. One of our owm sons, Donald
Rush ¥MeVeigh, was the winner of an award that enabled him to spend over a
vear in study and travel in France and other paris of Hurope.

Ag o wvecational service bur memberslip voluntesred and rendered great
service to the entire distriaf,

Retary Bz

The Rotary Club of Wheeling has been active and instrumental during its
existance in carrying the nessage of Rotary to other cammunities within the
confinea of our own distlrict, and in 1919 spongored and aided in the Torma~
tion ef the Rotary Club of Woundsville.

In 1955 we helped to organize the Rotary Club of Weirton. In addition
our menbership has encouraged and aided in developing clubs outside our own
digtrict —- in eastern Ohio, 5t Clairsville, Flusghing, Bridgeport and Martinsg
Perry.

U. F. Kennedy (always with a smile), one of our members, was the found-
er and editor of the LUBRICATOR, our club publication. Throughout the many
years he was known as our most devoted and useful member. Ter many years,
past president, W. F. Kennedy wrote nearly all of the ebituaries vhen our
members died. No one anywhere ever wrote better tributes.

Halter Rogers was the founder and director of our Orchestra, begun
in Karch, 1919. Bdwin K, Steckel, music director, became a member Octobexr
14, 1922. Bd waes a gifted musician., As head of Oglebay Institute, he was
able'to bring us a multitude @f top notch pregrams.

Eleanor Steber, Wheeling's member of the Metropolitan Opera Company,
was made an honerary member of the Wheeling Rotary, perhaps the only lady
member of Rotary Intermational.

_From the LEBRICATOR
A long time age at one of our meetings, a Bum, and I really mean a Bum,

came walking into the meeting and began to make a speech. He wore ragged



clothes, & coel with turned up collar. e said “het W. B. Irvine of the
Natioﬁai Bank paid hizg help almost nothings that Frank Scrozgins of the White'”.
Swan Lawndry paid his girls starvation wages: Bd, Wamer of the Edward agner
Wholesale Company paid hisg helpd newt 4o npthing and forced them to take part
of their earnings in groceries and sow belly. By $hig time mome of the meme
bers were almost frothing et the mouth: eries of “throw him out' were heawrd
and it began to look as if we were in for a lot of trouble. Suddenly our
impromptu speaker pulled off his coat, turned it inside-out: put it back on
showing & white collar and tie, He then told us that was the kind of +alk
being indulged in on every streel comer all over America and tha+t it was
high %ime that business people tell the +ruth about what was really going on
zmong workmen and that business men should tell their mide of the story. OfF
course we know this was many long years azo.

In 1940 our orchestra consisted of the following members: Walter Rogers,
Director: Dan Steinger, Robert Luke, Ben Exley ITI, George Neuhardt, Yilliam
Neistadt, Carl Masser, Yendel Hand, Vance Hand and ®d Parker. (eorge Kossuth
would often come forward snd hit up the drums to "heat the band® when the
drummer boy was unable to be present, Today the Orchesira, although much
smaller than in former years, still carries on under the baton of Dan
Steiniger. The Orchestra members are Dan Steiniger, Logen Daugherty,

William Weistadt and Albert Scherrer. Dan Steiniger has missed only one
meeling in 42 years, ITn 1935 Dr., John H. ¥eClure and his two sons, Dr. James
3. keClure and "BoY kieClure, were membewrs of the Oxchestra.

Dr. Harry Hall and George Kossuth were on asbusiness trip on the Wational
Road east. They were retuvrning through Frostburg, Lrryland where they saw a
man atanding on a curb with a Kaiser Wilhelm mustache., It was Woxrld War I
days before America became involved., fmericans weve getting all "het up?
against the Germans, Dr. Hall was driving the car and sfter passing the man
on the corner, Hall turned the car at the next intersection without saying
anything to Kossuth and drove back to the man with the mustachio; stooped
the car stepped out, and going over Lo the man gave the mustache quite a
twist, saying he never did like the Kaiser, Hall and kossuth drove hack to
Wheeling without f£inding out what the man said or how he Ffelt,

In July 29, 1924 issue, in a write-up of our Roberi ¥. Browm, lailor of
Brown Bros,: " No Wheeling Fair or Horse Show would be attractive without
Bobby Brown in the saddle." MNow trve this was, I remember 1t well, and youw

historian is pleased %o add this encomium in verse -~
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Bobby Brown sal in the saddle
Ag ptraizht ags a ram mod
Like o Southern Ceolonel
Tith a peinted beard
HThe obgerved of all the observers!
The one and lthe only one
Jure to be cheered,
bix members still living, wilh the longest record of membership are
as follows:~ |
Glenn D. Bimerall -~ became a member - April 24, 1917

Kent B. Hall

§

became a member ~ October 20, 1920
flark Y. Kennedy  ~ became a menmbexr ~ November 11, 1924
Trnest K. Hoge -~ became & member - September 1T, 1927
Maurice Y. Hoore = became a member - kay 7, 1929

Chester G, Mclhee~ became a member «~ NDecenber 23, 1530

For many years Chester McGhee and ljmurice Koore have been giving
a lot of their bime each Saturday to the Association of Blind Bowlers.
Rugsell Clarke iz the Chairman of the Blind Bowlers Association and Maurice
Hoore ig on the Board of Directors of the Seeing Hand, Inc. These two men
have accompanied the Blind Bowlers to contesis in Pittsbursh, Few York,
Buffalo, St. Louils, Columbus, Indianapolis, Cincinnatti, Chlcaso, FPhiladel-
phia and will go +this year 1o Washingston, D. C.

S. Kendrick GQuernsey, Pregideat of Rotary International, 1947-48 wvigit-
ed, our club March 5, 1943.

For a number of years g0 many of ovr members had thelr offices in the
Hawley Building that they Detame known as the '"Hawley Building Gang', When
together at club meetings, they fre~uently were noisy and sometimes slmost
unrruly. However, they were JoLly good fellows and because of that we always
managed to forgive their pranks. Incidently, even today they do, upon
occasiony come bustin' cut loud with some witticism and all is right jolly.

For many years ihe mmberss born in July were regponsible for the pro-
gram for one meeting in Julye. These July members were kunown as Juliars.
Perhaps some of the best knowmn and hishly honored members were Uncle Geowge
Lutzy Colonel George kathison, Roy Warler and Clancy FoeVeigh., ALl through
the 1920's we looked forward to these meetings., They were packed full of

fun and good fellowship.
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“Wheeling Rotarians who have been District CJovernors through the years are

as follows: Jogeph R. Waylor 192223
Rerbert B, Hhunlap 162829
Harry L. lce : 194849
Jo Claixr Jarvisg 1965-0606

British Americen Ambulance Corps.

In the early days of Horld War IIy before America became involved <there
wag a great need for ambulances in Bngland., Bill Hall headed a comnittee of
Wheeling Rotarians o secure ambulances. Ie and his committee, without spend-
ing a cent, did the job with might and main., They did N0t atop with one ambul-
ance; they secured three, and whai is meoore, each ambulance was fully'(aquipped,
Ruepell Clarke furaished the parer, without cost, and lenn Simerall did the
printing free of charge,
ﬂ?ﬁﬁ?ﬂi;ﬁ@%ﬂ@ﬂ“ﬁnﬁQPﬁ?@@@ﬁf.“ tarch 23, 1943

Mr. W. A. Pritz, Chairman of the Leaders Committee of Victory Gardens,
requests the following announcement at all civic clubs,

"There iz a distinct need for leaders in the Vietory Garden mowemenh, A
leader who will receive mpecial instructions in the rudiments of gardening
and who will have put—~im his posession all the information available aboutd
gordening, various available sites, information about how to secure geeds, and
also how to get help in plowing etc.

Also, anyone having any plots available Tor maraening which he is not
going to usme himgelf and which he is wiiling to have gardened please get in
touch with Cus Walker.

K. A. Greene, President,

Por several years we contbributed ag individuals upward of a total of
$1,000,00 to finance the Christmes Caravan. Presents were taken o approxie
mately 250 boys and girls living in seven local orphanages. Jim Tawley and
Court Smith alwayé were among the members who worked on 4his project,

Rotarians bave always bheen leaders in yearly Commumnity und Campaigmme.

Oglebay Institute wae formed in 1930 by a group of Civic minded YWheeling-~
ites, In 1943 ten of our Rotarianes werc members of the Ingtitute Board and
up to 1943 the Institute had a total of three presidents all of whom were
Rotarians.

The Frank J. Gaus Baseball Stoxy

Rotarian, Frank J. Gaus, “The Candy Xida", played short-gtop on the
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Valtimore Orioles when John HoGraw was manager. This was the same John
Mchaﬁ, who later went on to fame and fortuvne asg the nonnzer of the Wew York
Giants. One day Frank got a Sign%l from keCraw to bunt. Ingtead of buniing
Franl hit a home rwae  On pay day his vay wes 325.00 short. When he asked
MeGraw about it, he was told it was a penalty for disobedience on the day

ho was told to hunt. Cn the wvery next month he found his full pay plus
$25.00 in his pay envelope. When he asked McGraw about it, he was told it
was d gift for the day the past month Frank trivped & ruaner from second to
third bage cauging the rwiner to be put out.

Now L don't know much about baseball, but I think it was rather strange
that no one saw Frank pull hig dripping stunt except MeGraw. Perhaps Stan
Couling can enlighiten me.

Guite a number of Wheeling Rotarians attended the District Conference
being held in Frie, Pennsylvenia, long years ano., Frank Scrozging of the
Yhite Swan Laundry, was introduced to the conference as the Rotarian who had
cemeg “oclean' from YWheeling.

In Erie we were taken in o bus for a trip through the Hammermill Paper

Company. Tn passing through the dountown area, we saw men with dicner pails

on street cornerg. Frecuenily we were sitopped for the traffic liaht to change,
2 ¥ g

Clyde SBhort would lean out of the window and procesd to ask why they didart
go to work. His conversation sounded some ning like thig, "Hey, you big bum,
why don't wvou go to work instead of loafing on the street corner. What do
you think I am paying you for?", Invarisgbly the men so sddresged were +oo
startled to make a replys, However, one man recovered his equilibrium and
very quickly told Clyde to =¢ to « wou know where.
Tribute to Halter Rogers - September 4, 1943
Halter Rogers, Impresaris - Wheeling Rotary Orchestra
Today ushers in owr first September meeting of 1945 and with it the re-
turm of Walter Rogers and his DLoye of the Crohestra. We welcome them and
append the following lines intribute. '
There is someining lacking
From the meeting every week
During the month of Auzust
Mnd of this we want to speak.
Bo listen while we tell you
For you have sensed it too,

The thing ig serious brother,
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There's momething we must do.
It's #Walter Roper's nusic
That we need so very much
Hhen Auvoust doys are widh v -
We mise liik mazic louch.
The meetings all lack lusire ~
Are never up o nar
Puring the monts of Avaasi
(¥ho can say they arc?)
Hell there's this do do abouwl 1t
To bring them bhack to par
Hae'll talke the month of Auzust
Ri=zht off the Calendax.
DL
From the LUBRICATOR ~ Kay 18, 1943 - Rotary Club . Short Biograpgical Sketch
Tribute to Hilliam Florence Kennedy
Ii wou think some pralse is due him
If with pleasure you are viewing
Any work a man iz deing
If you like him or you love him -
Tell him now.

Williaw Florence Kennedy is one of Wheeling's most useful and best loved
citizens, Thorousgh, dependable and courageous in all thet he does, Fnergetioc-
in deed, dynamlic -~ iu action, forceful and inspiring in leadership, kindly and
considerate in his contacts. 4 student, a thinker, a doer of worth-while
deedsy a champlon of the rizht, an wyeilding eneny of wrong, A foeman
worthy of any men's steel in ithe fray, yet magnanimous withal.

A ready wit, a Facile and gifted writer, and a speaker of note. Recogw
nizes the foibles and wesknesses of his fellow man yet views the passing
parade with an understending heart, Charitsble, generous « an ever present
help in time of need.

Here's to you Smiling Bill Kennedy, we consider it privilege %o know
you and to be one of your contemporaries. May your days be long upon the

aarth,
G.2.9,

Honor Roll - Reotarians serving with the Armed Forces — Yorld War I - 3/13/45
George G. Dailey Tmmett W. FMeCorkle, Jr.

David A. Burt, Jr. Jogeph R. Maylor, Jr.
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Honor Roll = cont'd

James . Chapman

Hexbert Diecknann

Harry B. Brickson

Ben Bxley II1

Homer W. Pish

Howard W. Friedrichs

10,
11,
1z,
L3
L4,
15.
16,
1T
18,
19.
20,
21,
22,
23,
24,
25

Lee C. Paull, Jr.
Johnn D, Phillips
George L. Heymann

Henry 3. Schrader

Jesgs W, Speidel, Jr.

Howard . Welt

Qfficers and Terms of Bervice

President
Paul ¥, Wemeyer
Chaxrles J. Tuwnter
William H, Hare
James Y, ¥wing

Jogseph R. Hawlor

Dr. Thomas ¥, Dowming

Hill J, Frankston
Dr. Harry M, Hall

" Jasper B. Baum

Wm. F. Kennedy

Ae Singleton Paull
John H. FcClure
Herbert W, Dumlap
George J. Kossuth
Arch L. Metszher
Clancy H. McVeigh
D. Clyde Short

Ao J. Wager

T. ¥. Bayha

be B. Brooks
Mark I, Kermedy
George J. Bberts
John 0. Tucker
Roy B. Yayier
Kent B, Hall

John D, Phillips

Secretary
John J. Einkemyewr
Paul M. Neneyer
W
W, H. Smith
Will J. {rankston

it

Myron J. Keith
T
Arch L. Metzner
Charles ¥, Wemple
Frnest W. ‘Fickes
Charles D. Henple
11
Hard C. Blliotdt

John J. Mathison

dervice
Provisional
1915-~-16
1916177
1917--18
1918-19
191920
1920--21
1621-22
1922-23
192324
1924-.25
1925-26
1926~27
1927-28
1928~29
192930
193031
1931~32

193233

193334
1934~35
193536
1936--37
1937-38
1936~39
193940
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Officerd and Terms of Service cont'd

26,
27
20,
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34,
35

37'

43.
A4
45+
46,
47,
48,

Henry. 3. Schrader
William M. Hall

James . Hawley

James 0. (Toby) Pearson

hugustus G, Glvena
Irvin J. Koehline
¥ichael 4. lreene
Andrew R. Birmey

David A. Burt, Jr.
John Y.

Basil ¢. Lockhart

Cochran

W. Carroll Theoxrn
George G, Balley
Carl I. Ritter
Richard . Robinson
Arthur 1,
John C, Bashow

Junkins

John B. Garden

Courtland V. Smith
David 8. Butler
Kurt Fox

Charles J. Kaiger
J. Clair Jarvis
Arden D, Wilson
Daniel P. Shields

Brooks Wigzinton

During Rotary vears 1915-1917 Wheeling Club was in District

How I am ahle to talk longer, but don't blame it on me.

1913-1921
1922-1936
1937-1948
1949-1955
19551957

John J.

Mathigon

Clancy H.

HoVeigh -

Robert L., Delaney

i

willing and able; but limited by the powers that be.

1940--41
1943~ 42
1942--43
194344
1944~45
1945--46
194647
1947~48
1946-49
1949-50

1950-51

1951-52
195253
1952~54.
1854~55
1955-56
1956~57
195758
195859
1959~60
1960~61
196162
1962-63

- 196364

196465
1965-66

I am ready,
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The story has less than hall been +4old
There wags so much I wanted ‘to say
I declare it would have taken

The whole of an eight hour day.

Through the years there were so many
Who deserve gome commendation
But because I was given my orders

I kept it in condensation.

Perhaps sometime in the future

Ye can take a week off some day

And tell a lot more of our history
Because there's so much more to say.

Glenn D. Simerall

May 1, 1965



